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The Thunder’s Quill
A Newsletter from the Barony of Donnershafen
The Noise from their Excellencies!!
Baron Kjell and Baroness Isabel
Greetings to our beloved Barony!
It is our greatest joy to have been invested as the Baron and Baroness of Donnershafen at Fall RUM. We shall strive to continue the noble works and traditions of our predecessors and carry on their legacy. 
Winter has spread across the land and the pandemic lingers, yet we have witnessed the populace thriving Our hearts swell with pride as we see and share projects on P.U.B. nights and are so grateful to Baroness Meabh for encouraging these gatherings . We are well represented in the bardic community as Taliesen attends and shares virtual bardic circles including being “in the room where it happened” for the bardic war. For those who are encouraging activity and togetherness in the ethereal realm: Skol!
Your in service,
Kjell and Isabel
Baron and Baroness Donnershafen
Submitting Award Letters
Awards are an important part of the SCA. We are a volunteer organization, and the way we are “paid” is by the positive feeling we get by contributing to the SCA, whether at the local level, in the kitchen, as a kingdom Officer, etc. Awards are a public “thank you” or acknowledgement of accomplishments. Awards are also an encouragement to a person to continue in the same vein or direction.
Awards are given at the pleasure of the Crown, but the Crown can’t be everywhere or see the contribution of every member of the populace. The only way They know if a gentle is worthy is if They receive recommendations for that person, recommendations from people such as you.
Nearly every kingdom has an online award recommendation form, which has the benefit of reminding you what information is required. Check your kingdom website for more information. You can also usually send an email to Their Majesties. 
Please take the time to submit awards. It’s a great way to show your appreciation for someone who deserves it. 
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Vikings Come Home
By all accounts, Vikings Come Home was a rousing success this year! Well attended, with one of the largest gatherings we can recall! The weather was cooperative and all events were successful, with the only exception being that Their Majesties, a mere two miles from the site, were informed that they had been exposed to Covid and made the difficult decision to not attend in person, even after driving all that way. Leading by example, they put the populace’s safety ahead of themselves, and we commend them for it, even in our disappointment. 
As this was my last VCH as your Baroness, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank everyone involved for making the event happen and run so smoothly. There’s a lot that goes on behind the scene and our people are pro’s at pulling everything together to ensure a great event and a fun time for all the participants. Excellent work and you make our barony proud!! I look forward to next year’s event and leave the barony in the very capable hands of your new Baron and Baroness, Kjell and Isabel!
Thank you all!
Your’s in Service,
Marina
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[image: Image]UPDATE!: 
The Kingdom has initiated a new award recommendation system. The new recommendation form will be directly accessible from the Midrealm’s webpage.  Additionally, you will not need to have an account to use it. Simply go to the page, fill out the form, and hit submit.
www.midrealm.org


From Kingdom Seneschal – January Advice regarding Covid-19.
Uncategorized / By jahanara_alhafeeza
Greatings Midrealm,
As we look forward to the New Year, the initial outlook does not look good but, oddly, this may make the long term forecast better.
Here is what we know as of today. Currently, all states that are part of the Midrealm are in the middle of a COVID-19 infection surge with new infections at a rate at least as high as last winter when the SCA was shut down. We are looking at 300-700 new cases per 100K people (CDC, 2021), and this is expected to increase. The new Omicron variant has started circulating.  Based on data from the UK, this strain is predicted to become the dominant variant within a week or two and the number of cases will likely double every 2-3 days (UK Health Security Agency, 2021). With the new variant showing an R0 as high as 10 compared to 7 for Delta and 4 for the original variant this is a problem (Burki, 2021). An R0 is an average of how many new people a single infectious person can expect to infect. The higher the number the faster the spread is expected to occur. No data is yet available to indicate that the Omicron variant is more infectious outdoors than the Delta or other variants. However, close contact when unmasked carries the risk of contagion, even outdoors. This risk increases when there is some indoor gathering (restrooms) and less stringent social distancing and masking (Bulfone et al. ,2021). In short, we are in the middle of a surge in infection.
What does this mean for the Midrealm in the short term, and for fight practices and events in January? Many counties are reporting a rate of 500 cases per 100,000. This means that a 200 person event, statistically, has one infected person attending. Given what we have seen with infectivity, that one person will make between 8-18 other people sick. It means that we are concerned. It means that event stewards, seneschals and marshals should seriously consider if the advantage of holding an event is worth the risk of holding said event. As Their Majesties already indicated, the choice to attend an event is a personal one, and no individual is required to attend, neither is an event required to occur. If the local officers and populace do not feel comfortable hosting the event, they are not expected to hold it anyway. If you don’t feel comfortable traveling and staying in hotels and eating in restaurants then we do not expect you to do so. Be sensible, follow the science, make adult decisions.
In the long term, after a rapid rise in cases we expect an equally rapid decline and possibly safer events for early spring. Meanwhile, stay safe, mask up and go get that booster shot.
Yours in service
Helewyse de Birkestad,
Middle Kingdom Seneschal
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